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“The next stop is New Cross Gate. Due to a short platform you can only alight from the front eight coaches of this train. Please ensure that you are in the correct part of the train. This is coach nine of ten” is a message I constantly here on my journey from London Bridge to Sydenham – Sydenham also has a short station, so I invariably have to scuttle further forward to a requisite carriage  
Who makes these kindly and informative announcements? 
Could it be that well-known former employee of Network rail, Malcolm Taylor? 
	Malcolm Taylor waited patiently for his train as he prepared to make the journey to “The New Inn”  for the annual Past  Presidents’  lunch 
	A short train, on a long platform, had just arrived and was ignored by Malcolm and duly departed before he realised that he should have been on it, so he arrived a little later than intended  
	Meanwhile Steve Wisson had already arrived saying “I see everyone is sitting down; must be indicative of our increasing collective  ages.” 
	Well no, Steve, actually I was standing up, but understand why you may have thought otherwise 
	Pete Davis swept in wearing his ‘go faster shoes’ – they  would have been  more useful during  his playing days, whilst Bob Bevan was sporting a pair of Henry Blofeld’s  trousers – that’s the problem with shop lifting; you  can never try the clothes on before leaving the shop to see if they suit you 
	But the greatest ovation – and  by this time everyone was standing,  was reserved for our elder statesman, Les Wilks, who responded in his usual modest, slightly embarrassed, way 
	Eventually everyone arrived and we made our way to the dining room where a copy of Bobby Charlton’s autobiography could be seem resting nonchalantly in the adjacent alcove to the main room.  
	Rumour has it that Pete Davis had brought this along for Gerry Adams, although that was never substantiated, but if anyone wants it I have got it, so don’t hesitate to ask if it was meant for you.
	‘The Cat’ enthusiastically searched the index and, not finding his name, tossed the book across the room in disgust where it opened randomly at a page that contained the following paragraph 
	“I remember a game at Selhurst Park when the 1966 World Cup team played a charity match. ‘Nobby’ Styles was in Canada at the time and Alan Ball was still playing for Southampton, so their places were taken by Jimmy Greaves and a lovely man named Richard ‘Mac’ McAlister, who played for Old Wilsonians – what a wonderful Club that is” 
	There was no seating plan, other than President Neil Kendrick was at the head of the table, whilst the class of ’56, The Cat, Bill Hartley and I, were at the far end of the table 
	Bill explained to Elisha, who looked after us splendidly all afternoon, that the three of us had started at the school together on the same day when we were 11, and asked her to guess the year that would have been 
	She thought for a moment or two, remembering her staff training, which dictates that you always tell customers that they are half the age than the facts would lead you to believe, before answering “1985”, which would make us 46 
Thanks Elisha, although, in truth, that means you think we look 92 
	We were joined at this end of the table by Mike Harris, who kept reminding us that he scored a lot of goals 50 years ago – there’s no point in living in the past, Mike, and regaling us with tales of his long term partnership with that well-known duck, Orville 
	The rest of the table contained a multitude of talent - two Pilgrim, two Forbes, a Peckover, as well as those already mentioned. Indeed, the gathering contained all of the current living past Presidents, apart from Lou Barry, who was in the Caribbean –strange how former treasurers tend to have extravagant holidays  
	This was not an occasion for speeches although, and as is customary, the President always gives us an update on the current position of the Association and the Chairman of the school governors gives a report on what is happening at Mollison Drive 
	Neil explained the proposed revolutionary – am I allowed to use that word – way of   running the Club,  particularly in view of the fact that the majority of the members of the various sports clubs did not go to the school,  whilst Steve reported on the continued progress of  Wilson’s
	This good mood was then somewhat destroyed by Alex Forbes – no surprises there – when he admonished many of us for not observing the required dress code 
“In future you will  all wear a tie”, he stressed,  in his open neck shirt, “and display your Past Presidents badges.  Failure to do so will result in a fine.” 
	He was particularly brutal to Pete Davis, but praised Ian Pilgrim as he felt that he was the example we all should follow 
“Does that mean we have to put on some weight”, observed ‘The Cat’, somewhat cruelly  
	Fortunately Mick Pilgrim brought us back to a more even keel by revealing how many games and goals the current President and past Presidents had played and scored for Old Wilsonians, and it came to a staggering 7, 067 and 1,052 respectively 
	Will not go into those details too deeply but of particular note was that Lou Barry heads the appearances -  1,005, and Malcolm Taylor was our most prolific marksman with 317 – apparently he missed fewer goal chances than trains 
	And with Mark Mace as our President Elect and, therefore, due to join us next year, both numbers will increase considerably. And what about those Past Presidents who have sadly left us since our inaugural lunch over 20 years ago?  Add in the names of Mike Kendrick, Ian Forbes, ‘Mac’ McAlister and Bryan Watts and you are looking at close on 10,000 appearances and another hundred or so goals– two hundred if you count Ian’s OGs 
	And so ended another splendid lunch, and thanks to Mick Pilgrim for his work in organising this event and to everyone else for making it.  As already mentioned, Mick also  did some research on those football stats, so perhaps it would be sensible to end this piece with a potential OW Presidents team: 
Gerry Adams (Bob Bevan) (Clive Peckover)  Ian Pilgrim  (Bill Hartley) Mick Pilgrim Doug Forbes Pete Davis (Alex Forbes) Neil Kendrick Lou Barry  Steve Wisson  Les Wilks (Mike Pike) Malcolm Taylor Mike Harris 
PS  Bill Hartley would like it known that he also played over 1,500 games of Squash 
PPS: Anyone fancy working out the cricket stats?




